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‘‘Our Cross’’ (Volume 6)—Our Cross is a 

collection of autobiographical short stories 
about survivors of Mets Yeghern, the 1915 
Genocide of the Armenians. M. Salpi (Aram 
Sahakian) was a medical officer in the Turkish 
army during the First World War. In the course 
of his service, he met many Armenian soldiers 
and officers who recounted to him the plight of 
their families following the deportations and 
massacres of their communities by the Turkish 
government. After his capture by the British, 
Sahakian was appointed resident doctor at an 
Armenian refugee camp in Port Said, Egypt. 
Here, as well as during his sojourns in Syria 
and Lebanon, he met numerous Genocide 
survivors who struggled to rebuild their lives. 
Sahakian found their experiences at turns 
heartbreaking and inspiring, and went on to 
portray them in his writings. Complementing 
the laser-sharp observations of a man of 
science with the compassion and sensitivity of 
someone who himself had walked the path of 
devastation, Sahakian’s stories pulsate with 
unforgettable images and characters, each a 
microcosm of a nation’s cataclysm but also its 
irrepressible will to endure. 

I hereby ask all Members to join me in hon-
oring Hagop Jack Manjikian and Knar Rita 
Manjikian for their efforts to keep the memo-
ries of those who experienced the Armenian 
Genocide alive. 
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HONORING JOE CAPPUZZELLO 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 21, 2014 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the career of an exemplary public 
servant, Joe Cappuzzello from Girard, Ohio. 
After 39 years working in the school system, 
Mr. Cappuzzello will be retiring from Girard 
High School as athletic director. 

Under his guidance as assistant Athletic Di-
rector, Girard won the 1992–93 state Division 
II boys’ basketball championship. Joe later be-
came Girard High School’s first full-time ath-
letic director. 

A Girard native, Joe is truly a leader in our 
community and has proven this by his dedica-
tion to educational values. Joe has advocated 
the importance of balancing athletics and edu-
cation in schools today and has personally 
worked toward achieving this objective through 
his work as Athletic Director and teacher at 
Girard High School. 

I want to extend my warm and sincere 
thanks to Joe Cappuzzello for his lifelong de-
votion to educating and coaching students in 
Trumbull County. I would like to wish him con-
gratulations on all he has accomplished and 
all the best in his well-deserved retirement. 
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REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF LT. 
COL. BILLIE OLIN LENDERMAN, 
JR. 

HON. JACK KINGSTON 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 21, 2014 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life of Lt. Col. Billie 

Lenderman. Billie was born on May 19, 1949 
in Atlanta, Georgia, attended Auburn Univer-
sity, and earned an MBA from Georgia Col-
lege and State University. He served in the 
United States Air Force for twenty years. He 
fought during Desert Storm, served as a com-
mand pilot and instructor pilot in the KC–135, 
and retired in 1992 after acting as the Com-
mander of the 912th Air Refueling Squadron. 
After his retirement, Billie worked as a pro-
gram manager for TRW and as Chief Instruc-
tor Pilot of JSTARS training for the Air Force. 

Billie served our country with honor and 
courage. His service to our country and his 
contributions to our community can never be 
quantified. His generation gave us the free-
dom that we’ve enjoyed all our lives. I am con-
fident that his distinguished service record and 
many accolades do not even come close to 
telling his story. Like so many of his fellow sol-
diers, he returned home to start a family, raise 
his children, and pursue the American dream 
he fought for. Besides being the consummate 
American hero, Billie was a loving husband, 
devoted father, and doting grandfather. 

My thoughts and prayers are with Billie’s 
family during this difficult time. It’s heroes and 
family men like Billie that make our country 
great. They will continue to bless us, and their 
memory will carry on. I feel honored to stand 
today and recognize the memory of Billie 
Lenderman. He will be truly missed. 
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LUCILE WISE, WOMEN AIRFORCE 
SERVICE PILOT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 
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Wednesday, May 21, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Women Airforce 
Service Pilot (WASP) Lucile Wise for her serv-
ice to our country. 

Lucile served in the Women Air Service Pi-
lots (WASP) from May 1943–December 1944. 
She joined the military because she loved to 
fly and wanted to help the war effort. After an 
intense six months’ training, Lucile received 
her flying wings and was assigned to the Air 
Force Weather Regional Office where she car-
ried weather officers on inspection trips and to 
meetings. Lucile felt her WASP experience 
was important, because it gave the opportunity 
to show women could fly military aircraft just 
as well as men. 

Lucile became a strong advocate for the 
WASP organization, and in 1988 she was 
elected their president. She was instrumental 
in the organization’s efforts to obtain Congres-
sional military recognition and veterans’ bene-
fits for the WASP. In 2010, along with the 
other remaining WASP women, Lucile was 
awarded the Congressional Gold Medal. 

Through her courageous service, Lucile 
charted the path for future generations of 
women to serve in the military. I extend my 
deepest appreciation to Women Airforce Serv-
ice Pilot Lucile Wise for her dedication, integ-
rity and outstanding service to the United 
States of America. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 21, 2014 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on 
Monday, May 19, 2014, I was unable to be 
present for the last vote in a series of re-
corded votes. I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on 
rollcall vote No. 219 (on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass H.R. 685, as amend-
ed). 
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HONORING UNITED ASSOCIATION 
LOCAL 342 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 21, 2014 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with my colleagues, Congressman 
GEORGE MILLER, Congressman MIKE THOMP-
SON, and Congressman ERIC SWALWELL to 
honor the United Association (UA2 Local 
Union 342, which is celebrating its 100 anni-
versary. For 100 years, UA Local 342 has 
trained and represented qualified journeymen 
and apprentices in the trades of plumbing, 
pipefitting and heating, ventilation, air condi-
tioning and refrigerating (HVACR) across Ala-
meda and Contra Costa Counties in Northern 
California. 

Chartered on May 1, 1914, UA Local 342 
started with just over 21 members, working 
tirelessly in support of the rights of workers in 
the pipe trades industries. Today, they rep-
resent over 3,200 members. Over the years, 
Local 342 has been essential in leading var-
ious projects and ongoing maintenance of re-
gional infrastructure including at four refin-
eries, two chemical plants, and ten cogenera-
tion plants in Alameda and Contra Costa 
Counties. In addition, their work has positively 
impacted major hospitals in the area, including 
Sutter Hospital, Highland Hospital, and Kaiser 
Hospital in both Oakland and San Leandro. 

United Association Local 342 promotes a 
high standard of excellence, focusing on work-
er safety and providing rigorous training for 
each union member. The apprenticeship pro-
gram has been recognized at the national 
level for its quality training. Many apprentices 
have competed and won in state, regional and 
national level competitions. 

Moreover, UA Local 342 is dedicated to 
supporting and giving back to their community. 
Among the many donations to local high 
schools and community colleges, Local 342 
members also participate in local food drives 
at Alameda and Contra Costa County Food 
Banks. In addition, members of Local 342 
have volunteered their services to improve 
Shepherd’s Gate, a safe haven for abused 
women, by installing plumbing in their facility. 

We commend the United Association Local 
342 for leading the charge in the fight for 
worker’s rights. In addition, we applaud the 
men and women of Local 342 for their dedica-
tion to preparing and training their member-
ship for the advancements in technology and 
the challenges of today’s expanding and di-
verse industry. 

On behalf of the residents of Alameda and 
Contra Costa Counties, we congratulate the 
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